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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 5462 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, EC 

SUB J : THE CARROT AND THE STICK: THREATS AGAINST POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
ACCOMPANY RELEASE OF TRUJILLO AND DROPPING CHARGES AGAINST 
PRADO 

1. SUMMARY:. THE GOE UNDERTOOK TWO SIGNIFICANT MOVES LAST WEEK 
IN ITS CONTINUING BALANCING ACT BETWEEN TOLERATING POLITICAL 
DISSENT AND MAKING CLEAR THAT THERE ARE LIMITS TO ITS PATIENCE. 
FIRST. THE NEW HARD-LINING MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT GEN. GUILLERMO 
DURAN, ANNOUNCED IN A PRESS CONFERENCE THAT HE HAD "POSITIVE 
INFORMATION" THAT CERTAIN POLITICAL FIGURES WERE FORMING A 
"CIVIC FRONT" AGAINST THE MILITARY-RUN GOE, AND WARNED THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT PERMIT WHAT IT CONSIDERES TO BE "TRAITO- 
ROUS CONSPIRING", AND FURTHER, THAT THE POLITICAL FIGURES INVOLVED 
WOULD DISCOVER IT "A DISASTROUS FANTASY" IF THEY TRIED TO ORGANIZE 
SUPPORT AGSINST THE ARMED FORCES. HIS STATEMENT WAS ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY ATTACKED IN STRIDENT (BY CONTEMPORARY ECUADOREAN 
STANDARDS) TONES BY BOTH THE PRESS AND POLITICAL PARTIES. 

THEN, TWO DAYS LATER, THE GOE RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY, JULIO CESAR 
TRUJILLO, AND LIFTED THE ARREST ORDERS AGAINST JULIO PRADO, 

FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AND PROMINENT JOURNALISTIC CRITIC 
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OF THE REGIME. END SUMMARY. 
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2. NEWLY-APPOINTED MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT GEN GUILLERMO 
DURAN ARCENTALES, WHO HAD BEEN PREDICTED TO BE SOMETHING OF 
A HARD-LINER WHEN HE TOOK OVER THE MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT 
LAST MAY (QUITO 4131) STATED IN A PRESS CONFERENCE ON JULY 16, 

1975, THAT HE WAS AWARE OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS FORMING IN ECUADOR, 
INTENDING "TO FRUSTRATE AN HONEST REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT." 
HE SAID HE HAD ISSUED ORDERS TO PREVENT "AGGRESSION AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE ARMED FORCES." HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WANTED TO CREATE A CLIMATE OF PEACE AND LABOR 
"BASED ON SINCERE RESPECT FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF AN AUTHENTIC 
DEMOCRACY," AND REVIEWED THE GOE'S EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN A 
"FRANK AND LASTING DIALOGUE WITH THE POLITICAL PARTIES." 

HE WARNED, HOWEVER, THAT "THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT PERMIT 
ANY ACTION OF A CONSPIRATORIAL NATURE" AND SAID IT WOULD BE 
"A DISASTROUS FANTASY ON THE PART OF THE PERPETRATORS OF SUCH 
A CONSPIRACY AND THEIR ACCOMPLICES IF THEY HOPE TO FIND SUP- 
PORT FOR THEIR ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE RANKS OF THE AMRD FORCES." 

3. NEXT MORNING'S (JULY 17) EL COMERCIO BLASTED DURAN'S 
STATEMENT, SAYING THERE WAS NO REASON TO REFER TO SUBVER- 
SIVE ELEMENTS IN ECUADOREAN DOMESTIC POLITICS AT THIS TIME; 

THAT ECUADOREANS ARE LIVING IN PEACE AND HARMONY, A CONDITION 
WHICH EL COMERCIO HOPED WOULD LEAD TO CONTINUED ECONOMIC PRO- 
GRESS AND IMPROVEMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE. CITING DURAN'S 
STATEMENT AS DISPROPORTIONALTELY CRITICAL AND CONTRADICTORY, 
THE EDITORIAL SAID THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD ACCEPT DIFFERENT 
POINTS OF VIEW CONCERNING INSTITUTIONS AND REORGANIZATION 

(OF THE POLITICAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY), AND NOT TAKE THESE 
DIFFERENCES TO BE SUBVERSIVE. CONTINUING IN THIS VEIN, THE 
EDITORIAL DECLARED "CONCEPTS AND OPINIONS DIFFERING FROM 
THOSE OF THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN AS CRIMINAL ACTS, 
OR EVEN CENSURED." NOTING THAT THERE IS OBVIOUSLY SOME 
OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT, COMERCIO SAID "ABSENCE OF ANY 
OPPOSITION TO A GOVERNMENT WOULD BE INCONCEIVABLE," AND WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT BE WORRIED TO THE 
POINT OF TALKING ABOUT "AGGRESSION" AGAINST IT. 

4. TAKING THEIR CUE, THE LEADERSHIP OF THREE OF THE BIGGEST 
TRADITIONAL POLITICAL PARTIES, THE CONSERVATIVES, LIBERALS, 
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AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS ISSUED NEARLY SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCE- 
MENTS ON JULY 17TH DENYING THAT THEY WERE PLOTTING INSURREC- 
TION. FRANCISCO HUERTA, LEADER OF THE LIBERALS, SAID "WE 
HARDLY BELIEVE THAT A GENERAL OF THE ARMED FORCES WHOSE 
POSITION IS SO EXALTED AS THAT OF MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT 
COULD INDICATE THAT HE BELIEVES A CONSPIRACY EXISTS WHEN 
THERE IS NONE." THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY (THE DIRECTOR, TRUJILLO, STILL CONFINED IN THE 
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ORIENTE FOR ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITIES) SAID "ALTHOUGH IT IS 
WELL-KNOWN THAT THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY IS OPPOSED TO THE 
DICTATORSHIP AND THAT THE ARMED FORCES SHOULD RETURN POWER 
TO LEGITIMATE CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES. ..OUR MOVEMENT HAS 
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH CONSPIRACIES OR ARMED, BLOODY REVO- 
LUTIONISTS." LIKEWISE THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS: "THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS DECLARED ITSELF AGAINST ECONOMIC UNDERDEVELOPMENT. 
SOCIAL INJUSTICE, AND POLITICAL DEPENDENCY (BUT HAS FAILED); 

AS CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN, IT IS THE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS ITS 
OWN ENEMY." 

5. NEXT DAY (JULY 18TH), AS THOUGH TO PROVE THAT IT REALLY 
DID HAVE A SOFT SPOT IN ITS HEART FOR A CERTAIN DEGREE OF 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND A MEASURE OF FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 

THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT JULIO CESAR TRUJILLO. NATIONAL 
DIRECTOR OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY, WHO HAD BEEN CONFINED 
TO A MILITARY CAMP IN ECUADOR’S ORIENTE SINCE THE END OF 
MAY, WAS BEING RELEASED. TRUJILLO ARRIVED IN QUITO ON JULY 
2 1ST LOOKING NONE THE WORSE FOR THE WEAR, AND CLAIMING HE 
HAD MADE "NO PROMISES TO ABSTAIN FROM CRITICISING THE REGIME." 

6. AT THE SAME TIME, DURAN ANNOUNCED THAT THE GOE WOULD NOT 
PURSUE THE ARREST OF JULIO PRADO, EX-FOREIGN MINISTER, 

COLUMNIST FOR EL TIEMPO, AND OUTSPOKEN CRITIC OF THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT. PRADO HAD BEEN WANTED SINCE MID-APRIL "FOR 
QUESTIONING IN CONNECTION WITH SLANDER AGAINST THE PRESI- 
DENCY" BUT HAD GONE UNDERGROUND. PRADO S COLUMNS CONTI- 
NUED TO BE PUBLISHED, HOWEVER, AND THE GOE NEVER REALLY 
SEEMED TO BE TRYING VERY HARD TO FIND HIM; IT JUST LOOKED 
LIKE THEY WANTED TO MAKE CLEAR THAT THEY VIEWED DIMLY AD 
HOMINEM ATTACKS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (INCLUDING 
THE PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY, AND MEMBERS OF HIS 
STAFF). PRADO TOO HAS NOW COME OUT FROM HIDING, DENYING 
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THAT HE AGREED TO QUIT NEEDLING THE REGIME. 

7. COMMENT. FIRST.DURAN SEEMS TO BE FOLLOWING THE LINE 
WE ANTICIPATED (QUITO 4131): HE ENUNCIATES THE "HARD LINE" 

ON BEHALF OF THE GOE, BUT THE GOE ITSELF TAKES A MORE MODE- 
RATE COURSE OF ACTION. THUS THE REGULAR DENUNCIATIONS OF 
"THE BURLESQUE OF TRADITIONAL ECUADOREAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY" 
ACCOMPANIED BY THREATS OF BOLTS OF LIGHTNING AGAINST "POLITICAL 
CONSPIRATORS AND SUBVERSIVES," BUT AT THE SAME TIME, NO REAL 
MOVES TO PREVENT POLITICAL GATHERINGS. PRONOUNCEMENTS, OR 
MODERATE CRITICISM. SECOND, WITH THE RELEASE OF TRUJILLO 

AND LIFTING OF CHARGES AGAINST PRADO, THE GOE HAS NO KNOWN 
"POLITICAL PRISONERS". THERE ARE, OF COURSE, SOME BANK 
ROBBERS AND ASSORTED THUGS IN VARIOUS JAILS WHO, AT AN 
APPROPRIATE MOMENT, MAY BECOME "HEROES OF DEMOCRACY", AND 
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THE GOE RECENTLY SENTENCED ALFONSO ARROYO ROBELLY (MINISTER 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE LAST VELASCO IBARRA GOVERNMENT) 

TO 280 DAYS IN JAIL FOR MALFEASANCE AND MISAPPROPRIATION OF 
GOVERNMENT FUNDS. ROBELLY PROTESTS THAT HE IS VICTIM OF 
POLITICAL PERSECUTION, BUT FEW PEOPLE (OTHER THAN THE 
VELASQUISTAS) HAVE RALLIED TO HIS DEFENSE. SO THESE, 

PLUS A HANDFUL OF OTHER FIGURES, COULD CONCEIVABLY BE 
DESCRIBED BY THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION AS "POLITICAL 
PRISONERS" AT SOME FUTURE POINT, BUT AT LEAST AS OF NOW, 

THIS IS NOT A BURNING ISSUE. 

BREWSTER 
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